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For the reasons set out in the preamble, 50 CFR part 622 is 

proposed to be amended as follows: 

PART 622--FISHERIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, GULF, AND SOUTH ATLANTIC 

 1.  The authority citation for part 622 continues to read 

as follows: 

 Authority:  16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.    

 2.  In § 622.39, paragraph (g)(2) is revised and paragraph 

(h) is added to read as follows: 

§ 622.39 Bag and possession limits.   

* * * * * 

 (g) * * *  

 (2) Bag limits.  (i) Groupers, snappers, and parrotfishes 

combined--5 per person per day or, if 3 or more persons are 

aboard, 15 per vessel per day; but not to exceed 2 parrotfish 

per person per day or 6 parrotfish per vessel per day. 

 (ii) Other reef fish species combined, excluding 

surgeonfish--5 per person per day or, if 3 or more persons are 

aboard, 15 per vessel per day, but not to exceed 1 surgeonfish 

per person per day or 4 surgeonfish per vessel per day.   

 (h) Caribbean spiny lobster--(1) Applicability.  Paragraph 

(a)(1) of this section notwithstanding, the bag limit of 

paragraph (h)(2) of this section does not apply to a fisherman 

who has a valid commercial fishing license issued by Puerto Rico 
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or the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

 (2) Bag limit.  The bag limit for spiny lobster in or from 

the Caribbean EEZ is 3 per person per day, not to exceed 10 per 

vessel per day, whichever is less. 

 3.  In § 622.48, paragraphs (n) and (o) are added to read 

as follows: 

§ 622.48 Adjustment of management measures.   

* * * * * 

 (n) Caribbean spiny lobster.  Fishery management unit 

(FMU), quotas, trip limits, bag limits, size limits, closed 

seasons or areas, gear restrictions, fishing years, MSY, OY, 

TAC, maximum fishing mortality threshold (MFMT), minimum stock 

size threshold (MSST), overfishing limit (OFL), acceptable 

biological catch (ABC) control rules, ACLs, AMs, ACTs, and 

actions to minimize the interaction of fishing gear with 

endangered species or marine mammals. 

 (o) Caribbean corals and reef associated plants and 

invertebrates.  Fishery management units (FMUs), quotas, trip 

limits, bag limits, size limits, closed seasons or areas, gear 

restrictions, fishing years, MSY, OY, TAC, MFMT, MSST, OFL, ABC 

control rules, ACLs, AMs, ACTs, and actions to minimize the 

interaction of fishing gear with endangered species or marine 

mammals. 
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 4.  In § 622.49, paragraph (c) is revised to read as 

follows: 

§ 622.49 Annual catch limits (ACLs) and accountability measures 

(AMs). 

* * * * * 

 (c)  Caribbean island management areas/Caribbean EEZ.  If 

landings from a Caribbean island management area, as specified 

in Appendix E to part 622, except for landings of queen conch 

(see § 622.33(d)), or if landings from the Caribbean EEZ for 

tilefish and aquarium trade species, are estimated by the SRD to 

have exceeded the applicable ACL, as specified in paragraph 

(c)(1) for Puerto Rico management area species or species 

groups, paragraph (c)(2) for St. Croix management area species 

or species groups, paragraph (c)(3) for St. Thomas/St. John 

management area species or species groups, or paragraph (c)(4) 

for the Caribbean EEZ, the AA will file a notification with the 

Office of the Federal Register, at or near the beginning of the 

following fishing year, to reduce the length of the fishing 

season for the applicable species or species groups that year by 

the amount necessary to ensure landings do not exceed the 

applicable ACL.  If NMFS determines the ACL for a particular 

species or species group was exceeded because of enhanced data 

collection and monitoring efforts instead of an increase in 
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total catch of the species or species group, NMFS will not 

reduce the length of the fishing season for the applicable 

species or species group the following fishing year.  Landings 

will be evaluated relative to the applicable ACL based on a 

moving multi-year average of landings, as described in the FMP.  

With the exceptions of Caribbean queen conch in Puerto Rico and 

St. Thomas/St. John management areas, goliath grouper, Nassau 

grouper, midnight parrotfish, blue parrotfish, and rainbow 

parrotfish, ACLs are based on the combined Caribbean EEZ and 

territorial landings for each management area.  The ACLs 

specified in paragraphs (c)(1), (c)(2), (c)(3), and (c)(4) of 

this section are given in round weight.  (See § 622.32 for 

limitations on taking prohibited and limited harvest species.  

The limitations in § 622.32 apply without regard to whether the 

species is harvested by a vessel operating under a valid 

commercial fishing license issued by Puerto Rico or the U.S. 

Virgin Islands or by a person subject to the bag limits.)  

 (1) * * * 

 (i) * * *  

 (H) Angelfish--8,984 lb (4,075 kg). 

 (I) Boxfish--86,115 lb (39,061 kg). 

 (J) Goatfishes--17,565 lb (7,967 kg). 

 (K) Grunts--182,396 lb (82,733 kg). 
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 (L) Wrasses--54,147 lb (24,561 kg). 

 (M) Jacks--86,059 lb (39,036 kg). 

 (N) Scups and porgies, combined--24,739 lb (11,221 kg). 

 (O) Squirrelfish--16,663 lb (7,558 kg). 

 (P) Surgeonfish--7,179 lb (3,256 kg). 

 (Q) Triggerfish and filefish, combined--58,475 lb (26,524 

kg). 

 (R) Spiny lobster--327,920 lb (148,742 kg). 

 (ii) * * * 

 (H) Angelfish--4,492 lb (2,038 kg). 

 (I) Boxfish--4,616 lb (2,094 kg). 

 (J) Goatfishes--362 lb (164 kg). 

 (K) Grunts--5,028 lb (2,281 kg). 

 (L) Wrasses--5,050 lb (2,291 kg). 

 (M) Jacks--51,001 lb (23,134 kg). 

 (N) Scups and porgies, combined--2,577 lb (1,169 kg). 

 (O) Squirrelfish--3,891 lb (1,765 kg). 

 (P) Surgeonfish--3,590 lb (1,628 kg). 

 (Q) Triggerfish and filefish, combined--21,929 lb (9,947 

kg). 

 (2) * * * 

 (i) * * * 

 (E) Angelfish--305 lb (138 kg). 
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 (F) Boxfish--8,433 lb (3,825 kg). 

 (G) Goatfishes--3,766 lb (1,708 kg). 

 (H) Grunts--36,881 lb (16,729 kg). 

 (I) Wrasses--7 lb (3 kg). 

 (J) Jacks--15,489 lb (7,076 kg). 

 (K) Scups and porgies, combined--4,638 lb (2,104 kg). 

 (L) Squirrelfish--121 lb (55 kg). 

 (M) Surgeonfish--33,603 lb (15,242 kg). 

 (N) Triggerfish and filefish, combined--24,980 lb (11,331 

kg). 

 (O) Spiny lobster--107,307 lb (48,674 kg). 

 (3) * * *  

 (i) * * *  

 (E) Angelfish--7,897 lb (3,582 kg). 

 (F) Boxfish--27,880 lb (12,646 kg). 

 (G) Goatfishes--320 lb (145 kg). 

 (H) Grunts--37,617 lb (17,063 kg). 

 (I) Wrasses--585 lb (265 kg). 

 (J) Jacks--52,907 lb (23,998 kg). 

 (K) Scups and porgies, combined--21,819 lb (9,897 kg). 

 (L) Squirrelfish--4,241 lb (1,924 kg). 

 (M) Surgeonfish--29,249 lb (13,267 kg). 

 (N) Triggerfish and filefish, combined--74,447 lb (33,769 
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kg). 

 (O) Spiny lobster--104,199 lb (47,264 kg). 

 (4) Caribbean EEZ.  (i) ACLs.  The following ACLs apply to 

landings of species or species groups throughout the Caribbean 

EEZ. 

 (A) Tilefish--14,642 lb (6,641 kg). 

 (B) Aquarium trade species--4,931 lb (2,237 kg). 

 (ii) [Reserved] 

 5.  Table 5 of Appendix A to part 622 is revised to read as 

follows:   

Appendix A to Part 622–-Species Tables 

* * * * * 

Table 5 of Appendix A to Part 622-- Caribbean Conch Resources  

 Queen conch, Strombus gigas 

 


